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THE 

Modern Language Association of America. 



The Third Annual Convention of The Modern Language 
Association of America, was held at Boston University, 
Boston, on December 29th and 30th, 1885. The meeting was 
called to order at 3. 20 p. m., on the 29th, by the Secretary who 
expressed the regrets of the members, of whom about seventy 
were in attendance, that the President of the Association, Franklin 
Carter, of Williams College, could not be present on account of ill 
health. Professor Edw. S. Sheldon, of Harvard University, was 
thereupon called to the Chair and Dr, B. F. O'Connor, of Columbia 
College, was appointed Assistant Secretary for the Convention 
about to be held. 

The Secretary, Prof. A. M. Elliott, of the Johns Hopkins 
University, then read a brief report of the Proceedings of the 
Second Convention held at Columbia College, December 29th 
and 30th, 1884, and, after the report was accepted, made some re- 
marks on the mode of election of members, and on the publications 
of the Association during the past year. With reference to the 
latter, he said that it had seemed advisable to publish, in addition 
to the official proceedings, a series of papers known as " The 
Modern Language Series," whose object is to call attention to the 
aims of this organization. Numbers I. and II. of these publi- 
cations : " A Plea for a Liberal Education," by Prof. James King 
Newton, of Oberlin College, "The preparatory Schools and the 
Modem Language Equivalent for the Greek," by Prof. Chas. E. 
Fay, of Tufts College, had already appeared and No. III., 
"Observations on the Academic Study of Romance Philology," 
by Gustav Kbrting, (being vol. I., chap. 8, of the author's 
' Encyclopadie der Romanischen Philologie ') translated from 
the German, with the author's approval, by Dr. H. A. Todd, of the 
Johns Hopkins University, is now in press.* It is proposed this 

•This work has appeared since the Boston meeting. 
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year in addition to the Proceedings and the just named Series to 
publish a volume of Transactions containing most of the papers 
in full that were read at the last convention and those that shall 
be presented at this meeting. The speaker added, that it was 
especially gratifying to him to be able to direct the attention of 
the Convention to the favorable reception with which the last 
year's Proceedings had met on the part of French and German 
scholars. To the latter we owe evidence of our appreciation of their 
expression of sympathy and encouragement, as embodied in the 
following official letter sent to the Association by the members 
der neuphilologischen Sektion aufder 38 Versammlung detdscher 
Philologen und Schulm'dnner in Giessen, through their President, 
Prof. Wilhelm Vietor of Marburg : 

Marburg, 24OK+0BER, 1885. 
Hochgeehrter Herr Kollege: 

Als Vorsitzender der " neusprachlichen "Jetzt " neuphilologischen" 
Sektion der vom 30 September bis 3 Oktober in Giessen tagenden 
XXXIII Versammlung Deutcher Philologen und Schulmanner, habe 
ich die angenehme Pflicht, Ihnen, geniass eirier einstimmig auf Antrag 
von Prof. Stengel aus Marburg gefassten Resolution, die sympathien 
der sektion niit den Bestrebungen und dem Vorgehen der Modern 
Language Association of America auszusprechen. 

Dass dies so spat geschiet, hat seinen Grund darin, dass ich irrtiim- 
lich angenommen hatte, der Antragsteller, Herr Prof. Stengel, habe 
die Mitteilung an Sie iibernommen. 

In der Voraussetzung, dass die Modern Language Association of 
America, sowie besonders Sie personKch, dafiir Interesse haben, er- 
laube ich mir ferner, Ihnen von den sonst gefassten Beschliissen der 
Sektion hiermit Kenntnis zu geben. 

I. 

Anschliessend an einen Vortrag nebst Thesen von Dr. Kiihn aus 
Wiesbaden : 

" Im Anschluss an die im vorigen Jahre zu Dessau angenommene 
These : 'Im franzosischen und englischen Anfangsunterricht ist der Le- 
sestoff zum Ausgangs und Mittelpunkt zu machen, und die Gram- 
matik ausschliesslich induktiv zu behandeln,' erklaren wir: 

" 1. Auch in den oberen Klassen ist die Lektiire zum Mittelpunkt 
des Unterrichts zu machen. 

"2. Auch hier ist die Grammatik soveil wie moglich induktiv zu be- 
handeln. 

"3. Bei Auswahl der Lektiire sind besonders die modernen Histo- 
riker zu beriicksichtigen. 
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"4. FreieSchreibubungen im Anschluss an Gelesenes sind als Ersatz 
der Uebersetzung aus dem Deutschen allmahlich einzufiihren. 

"5. Es ist zu wunschen, dass in Entlassungs-priifung an Stelle der 
bisherigen schriftlichen Arbeiten eine dem Ziele derSchule entsprech- 
ende freie schriftliche Arbeit gefordert wird, eventuell eine Ueber- 
setzung ins Deutsche." 

II. 

Anschliessend an einen Vortrag von Dr. Rhode aus Hagen i. W.: 

" 1. In Erwagung, dass ein Sprachunterricht auf lautlicherGrundlage 
unter Beachtung der Sprachprinzipien weit mehr Erfolg verspricht als 
die seither unter Zugrundelegung von Buchstabe und Regel befolgte 
Methode, erklart die Sektion eine vorbereitende Schulung durch 
Unterricht im Lateinischen, durch die die Schiiler dem Verstandniss 
der Laute entfremdet werden — fur einen rationellen Betrieb des 
gesamten Sprachunterrichts schadlich. 

"2. Es ist dringend zu wunschen, dass dem Fach der neueren 
Sprachen die seiner Bedeutung entsprechende Stellung an alien hoh- 
eren Schulen eingeraumt werde. 

"3. Die Verwendung von Mittelschullehrem und nicht fachwissen- 
schaftlich vorgebildeten Lehrkraften im neusprachlichen Unterricht 
ist grundsatzlich auszuschliessen." 

III. 
Anschliessend an einen von Prof. Ihne aus Heidelberg in einer 
"algemeinen " Sitzung gehaltenen Vortrag: 

" Dm der praktischen AusbildungderneuphilologischenSchulamts- 
kandidaten auf derUniversitat ebensowohl Geniige zu leisten, als ihrer 
historisch-wissenschaftlichen Schulung, ist es notwendig, dass auf 
alien deutschen Hochschulen je zwei Professuren fiir English und 
Franzosisch angestrebt werden, die das Gesamtgebiet der modernen 
1'hilologie theoretisch und practisch umfassen. Wiinschenswert ist 
zugleich, dass jedem neuphilologischen Schulamtskandidaten vor 
seinem Eintritt in das Schulamt ein langerer Aufenthalt im Auslande 
behufs seiner weiteren Ausbildung ermoglicht werde." 
Mit den besten Empfehlungen, Ilir 
ergebenster 

W. Vietor. 

After the reading of this letter, a committee consisting ofProfs. 
A. M. Elliott (Johns Hopkins University), W. T. Hewett (Cornell 
University) and James A. Harrison (Washington and Lee Univer- 
sity) was appointed to draw up an answer and to present it at a 
future meeting of the Convention. 

The Treasurer's report was next in order and the following 
committee was named to audit it: Prof. Alonzo Williams (Brown 
University) and Mr. Henry R. Lang, of Charleston. 
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At the Convention of 1884, a committee consisting of Profs. 
Hewett, Brandt, Worman, Montague and Dr. Todd was ap- 
pointed to examine the whole question of requirements in modern 
languages for admission to college, and their present status in col- 
leges, and requested to report at the next meeting (1885) of the 
Association. In accordance with this vote, the following report 
was read by the chairman of the committee, Prof. Hewett, to 
whose untiring industry the collection of this large material is 
exclusively due. 

The Present Condition of Instruction in the Modern 
Languages in American Colleges. 

At the last meeting of the Modern Language Association of America 
a committee was appointed to examine and report upon the present 
state of instruction in the modern languages in our American Colleges. 

The first duty of the committee was to examine the courses of study 
in French and German offered in the different colleges to determine 
as far as was possible the time devoted to these studies, both required 
and elective, the order in which they were pursued, whether they 
were required for admission, and their relative place in a college 
curriculum. In pursuance of this duty, the committee sent out blanks 
to nearly a hundred colleges, and received in reply statements of the 
courses of study and the amount of time devoted to each language. 

From catalogues and written reports of instructors the committee 
has prepared a tabular view* of the instruction given in these colleges. 
The inquiry for information was sent to leading colleges in the East, 
South and West, and the returns represent with approximate accuracy 
the usage of different sections. 

We purpose to present briefly the results obtained by this investi- 
gation : 

First. — What is shown to be the prevailing usage in requiring one 
or more of the Modern Languages for admission. Until within a few 
years, the classics and mathematics with a brief English examination 
have been the main requirements for admission to college. The in- 
troduction of French or German is comparatively of recent date. 
Harvard imposed a slight pre-requisite for admission in 1874; Cornell 
University added one year of French, German or advanced Mathema- 
tics to the courses in Science, Literature and Philosophy in 1877, but 
the traditional requirements in most colleges remained unchanged. 
A doubt existed of the capacity of training schools to meet this new 
requirement. 

If we examine the table to determine how general the requisition 
of French or German for admission to the course in Arts is, we find 



* See Appendix I, at end of these PROCEEDINGS. 



